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bably made the moral sense of the people impervious to the
revolting ugliness and immorality of the whole thing. It has
been related that women whose appearance was not engag-
ing had sometimes to remain in the temple of Venus lt from
three to four years unable to accomplish the terms of the
Law."
The Dravidians were famous in ancient time for their
astronomical knowledge which they undoubtedly derived from
the Vedic Aryans, and especially the Paais who had to study
the motions of the planets and stars for guiding their ships in
the seas. The fact that the ancient Chaldeans also developed
the astronomical science to a high degree of perfection streng-
thens our opinion that the science was taken from India by
the Cholas. Like the twelve Adityas of the Veda, there were
also twelve suns among the Chaldeans, " to each of which/'
says Diodorus, " they attribute a month, and one Sign of the
Twelve in the Zodlack. Through these twelve signs, the
Sun, Moon and the other Five Planets run their course. The
Sun in a Year's time, and the Moon in the space of a Month.
To every one of the Planets they assign their own proper
courses which are performed variously in lesser or shorter
time according as their several motions are quicker or slower.
These stars,, they say, have a great influence both as to the
good and bad in Men's Nativities."1 This shows that like
the Indians, the Chaldeans were also astrologers.
The Babylonian year, according to Edward Mayer, con-
sisted of simple lunar months (twenty-nine or thirty days)
which, as with the Greeks and the Mahomedans, was deter-
mined by the course of the moon itself. To make this year
coincide with the course of the sun an extra month was
intercalated. 2
Now in the Rgveda also, we find the calculation of the
Lunar year by thirteen months, and of the Solar year by
*  Booth's Translation, 1700.
*   fftst. Hi*f. of the World, Vol. I, p, 565.